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RECOMMENDATION #1: ABANDONED, LOST AND OTHERWISE DISCARDED FISHING GEAR 

September 18, 2018

Ghost gear represents an immediate global threat to the marine environment and the economy: 

• It is estimated that at least 640,000 tonnes of fishing gear are lost or abandoned in our Ocean each year, 
accounting for 10% of all marine debris that enters the Ocean each year.

• Ghost fishing gear accounts for over half of all macroplastics by weight in our Ocean today.

• Ghost gear is directly responsible for a 10% decline in fish stocks globally, for example in Virginia Bay 
alone it is estimated that USD $400,000 worth of Blue Crab is lost annually due to ghost gear.

• Entanglement in ghost gear kills at least 136,000 marine mammals annually.

Recommendations

We recommend that G7 countries, in line with SDG commitments and timelines, commit to removing at least 
640,000 tonnes of ghost gear from the Ocean annually by 2025 and to reducing annual ghost gear entering the 
Ocean by 50% from 2017 levels by 2025 through the following measures:

1. Allocating funding to support baseline studies of the causes, magnitude and impact of ghost gear.
• A baseline report on ghost gear must be submitted to the G7 by 2019.

2. Contributing to an innovation fund that supports the development of gear recovery, waste management 
and recycling systems; and gear design for ocean health.

• Forty projects funded by the innovation fund by 2020.

3. Creating a regulatory environment that incentivizes gear retrieval, encourages reporting based on 
common standards, and promotes the use of sustainable gear alternatives.

• An agreement on common reporting standards by 2020.

4. Joining the Global Ghost Gear Initiative together with the current signatories: the Netherlands, New 
Zealand, Belgium, Panama, the Dominican Republic, Samoa, Tonga, Sweden, Tuvalu and Palau.

• All G7 to sign onto the GGGI by December, 2018.

We are a group of women and young people from G7 countries and Small Island Developing States (SIDS) convened 
to develop policy recommendations on the topics of Illegal, Unregulated, and Unreported (IUU) fishing and 
Abandoned, Lost or otherwise Discarded Fishing Gear (ALDFG).

We recognize that Canada, as president of the G7, has put the protection of the Ocean as a cross-cutting priority, 
building on the momentum around ocean sustainability and ocean governance. We’re committed to the objectives 
of the Sustainable Development Goals, specifically SDG 14. We recognize the immediate need to address the urgent 
threats to our Ocean which has a particular impact on SIDS. 

We look to the G7 to continue creating spaces and collaborative partnerships with youth and women and 
other relevant partners, such as fishing communities, Indigenous communities, the private sector, international 
organizations, local governments, the scientific community, and civil society to identify gaps, and best practices 
related to the health and sustainability of our oceans.

We envision the G7 Ministers will take these recommendations and include them in their deliberations. We hope that 
our recommendations will be considered as G7 leaders craft their international and domestic approach to protecting 
our Ocean from harmful practices. The Ocean is facing many threats, from climate change and the impacts of 
extreme weather events to marine pollution and overfishing. 
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RECOMMENDATION #2: ILLEGAL, UNREGULATED AND UNREPORTED FISHING

September 18, 2018

Illegal, unregulated, and unreported (IUU) fishing represents an immediate global threat to the marine 
environment and the economy: 

• 1 in 5 fish worldwide is caught illegally

• Illegal fishing accounts for up to $23.5 billion worth of seafood every year

• 90% of IUU fishing is done by registered entities

• It is estimated 44% of fish is mislabelled in Canada

Recommendations

1. We recommend that G7 countries commit to tackling illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing (IUU) 
through efforts to increase transparency in fisheries and seafood supply chains. By:

• Establishing a minimum requirement for labelling for all fisheries and seafood products sold within 
the G7.

• The framework of this recommendation would mandate all fisheries and seafood products 
to feature the common name, scientific/species name, geographic area where the product 
was caught (FAO area for jurisdictions outside national waters), the gear / method used to 
catch the product and the production system (wild or farmed).

• Allocating funding for national auditing and enforcement mechanisms by each G7 member - and 
its respective regulatory body - to ensure compliance.

• Establishing common and strong penalties for wholesalers / places of purchase found to be in 
violation of this framework.

This should be implemented by the G7 within 3 years of final negotiations on this recommendation, with a 
latest target of 2022. 

2. We recommend that G7 countries commit to tackling illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing (IUU) by 
creating an IUU “Blue Action Challenge” for early-career researchers and young entrepreneurs. This would 
include:

• Mentorship & apprentice programs that would pair students with businesses in the supply-chain 
to identify challenges—at national and international level.  It would also provide cross-cultural, 
intergenerational experiences.

• Micro-grants delivered through mini innovation challenges on the topic of IUU.

• Encouraging standing committees and granting councils toward research opportunities for youth and 
early career researchers in IUU.
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